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Donors see value of Bethany
in shaping studentsid lives

Although John and Jolene Bollinger had
known about Bethany for many years, their
knowledge about Bethany expanded when
Jolenefs grandson, Bryce Barwick (603),
began attending Bethany. Though one of
Bryceis goals was to play varsity basketball
at Bethany, John told Bryce that more im-
portantly he would become a better person
attending Bethany.

Bryce achieved his goal, playing two
years of varsity basketball. However, during
his senior year, he shared prior to his bap-
tism at Waterford Mennonite Church that
attending Bethany was the best decision he
had ever madednot because he got to play
basketball, but because he was challenged
to change the direction of his life.

The Bollingers have also seen growth
in their son Timis spiritual life since he
became involved at Bethany. Now in his
second year of coaching girls basketball at
Bethany, Tim not only provides leadership
on the court, but leads the team in prayer
before games.

After seeing what Bethany has done for
their family over the past several years, John
and Jolene have become involved not only
in watching Bethanyis home basketball
games, but in contributing funds to the
school. They believe their grandchildren
(currently three in middle school and one
in high school) receive a superior education
in a good environment at Bethany. They
cite not only Bethanyis excellent test scores
as an example, but also the dedication and
quality of the teachers. fiTeachers are com-
mitted to teaching at Bethany,0 notes John,
fieven though they earn less than what they
could in public schools.o

fiOne canit put a price tag on Bethanyis
education,0 says Jolene. iOur grandchil-
dren are better off at Bethany than in the
public school.0 The smaller school size and
favorable teacher-to-student ratio means
that students receive more individualized
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attention from teachers than in schools
with large classes.

When John learned about Bethanybs
Capital Campaign, he was excited. filt was
apparent that new facilities were needed
for the middle school. I couldnit believe
that the barn was a middle school build-
ing. With growing enrollment, 1 wondered,
twhere was Bethany going to put them.(0

He has been very impressed at the
response and generosity of donors for the
Capital Campaign. filive never heard of
raising 90 percent of the money before
a building plan was designed.o While he
definitely saw the need, he also had faith
in the planners overseeing the project. He,
like the many donors who have pledged to
the campaign, believed enough in the cause
to give without seeing floor plans.

Jolene feels the new facilities will en-
hance studentsi education in that all classes
will meet in the same building and program
equipment will be updated. Students and
parents expect their school to keep up with
technology and improved facilities as they
observe the public school facilities from
which theyive come.

Though the Bollingersi initial interest
in Bethany was sparked by their grand-
children attending Bethany, they feel that
their interest will continue even after their
grandchildren have graduated. They believe
in Bethanyis mission. They have seen the
results.






