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Reducing Tuition: BART
Anyoneðparents, grandparents, friends, 
congregational members, other Bethany 
supportersðcan help reduce tuition for cur-
rent or future Bethany students, simply by 
shopping at places you already shop! Hereôs 
how you can help.

Through the Bethany Association for 
Reducing Tuition (BART), you can pur-
chase gift cards/scrip to over 75 local and 
national businesses at face value. These 
businesses will donate a portion of your 
purchaseðranging from 1 to 19 percentðto 
be applied to the tuition of a current or 
future Bethany student designated by you.

Many of the businesses are well-known 
not just locally, but nationwide as well. 
Businesses include gas stations, grocery 
stores, restaurants, fast-food chains, hotels, 
airlines, and department/retail stores.

Rhonda Yoder, a co-coordinator of 
BART, notes that you donôt need to change 
your spending patterns: ñYou can save 
money buying things you were planning on 
buying anyway.ò And co-coordinator Rose 
Herschberger Groff adds, ñI see it as being 
a good steward of my money.ò

The BART program, run by the Bethany 
Parent-Teacher Organization, began operat-
ing during summer 2004. In each of the 
first two quarters, over $4,000 has been 
applied to studentsô tuition accounts. Rose 
points out that this is the equivalent 
of paying for one studentôs yearly 
tuition in only half a year.

Obviously, how much one earns de-
pends on how much one spendsðand 
the rate of donation by the individual 
businesses. However, as one parent 
pointed out: ñevery little bit counts.ò

While parents receive the direct 
benefit of BART, others too are eager 
to support Bethany students. Mel (ô56) 
and Eva (Hershberger ô56) Stutzman 
participate in the program to support 
their grandchildren. They say, ñBART 
provides one way that the extended 

family and circle of friends can be involved 
in helping financially and demonstrates to 
our grandchildren that we think their atten-
dance at Bethany is important enough to 
become involved in making that possible.ò

Though Don (Fô80-94) and Sylvia 
(Steiner ô56) Miller donôt have any family 
attending Bethany, they see advantages 
in participating now. ñWe participate 
in BART to show support for Bethanyôs 
programs and to patronize businesses that 
donate to Bethany. We also are making a 
contribution that one day can benefit our 
grandchildren.ò Earnings can be held by 
Bethany for a future studentôs tuition. Also, 
earnings can be transferred at any time to 
another Bethany student by the participant. 
If no recipient is designated, then earnings 
are used for general tuition assistance.

Rose reports that some parents have 
been creative in their participation. One 
extended family flying to a family reunion 
purchased all their airline tickets with 15% 
coming back for tuition! Another family 
recruits congregational members and does 
the logistical work of purchasing for them. 
Another parent keeps an inventory of gift 
cards/scrip from selected businesses and 
then sells them at work as needed.

For more information or to enroll in the 
program, contact Rose Herschberger Groff 
at rosedh@maplenet.net or 260 768-4200.

Tuition 
Planning

Mel Stutzman picks up his weekly BART order from 
parent volunteer Dina Miller.
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Handriches Plan Financially 
for Christian Education
For Rollin and Deb Handrich, having their 
children benefit from Christian schooling 
for high school and college was a goal they 
set early in their marriage. Though neither 
attended Christian schools themselves, 
they specifically were attracted to what 
they saw Bethany providing: smaller class 
sizes, a high standard of learning, greater 
likelihood of participation in athletics, and 
opportunities to participate in chapel, Bible 
study, and devotional groups. ñWe wanted 
to provide this exceptional option to our 
children, but without the financial stress to 
our family,ò they said.

To help achieve that goal, they began 
planning financially from the time their 
first child, Trisha, was born. Since their 
congregation did not provide tuition as-
sistance for youth to attend Bethany, the 
Handriches realized they would likely need 
to fund the full cost. So they met with a fi-
nancial counselor from Mennonite Mutual 
Aid to map out a financial plan that would 
allow them to send both of their children 
to Bethany, as well as help fund their col-
lege tuition.

The plan included the strategy of paying 
off their home mortgage early so that the 
portion of their income previously used 
for mortgage payments could be used for 
tuition once their children began attend-
ing Bethany. As it turned out, they met 
that goal by the end of Trishaôs first year 
at Bethany. They additionally report that 
ñby making conscious decisions about our 
spending and lifestyle we have been able to 
not only fund the Bethany tuition, but also 
meet most of our goals for college savings.ò

The Handriches encourage families with 
young children to begin planning now for 
Christian education opportunities. ñHad 
we not taken these steps, Bethany may not 
have been a viable option without adding 
financial stress,ò they say.

The Handriches also included their chil-
dren in the planning process. ñTrisha and 
Nick have been very much aware of what 
we were doing to make it possible for them 
to attend Bethany and they truly appreci-
ate what it has brought to them and us as a 
family,ò they say.

While their initial plan included only 
high school and college, Bethanyôs open-
ing a middle school in 1996 provided an 
option for earlier entry into Christian 
education. The Handriches decided to 
also provide for this 
possibility, but to let 
their children decide 
whether or not to 
begin in grade 6.

Trisha initially 
found this to be a 
thought-provoking 
decision as none of 
her church friends, 
and few of her school 
friends, were consid-
ering Bethany. How-
ever, when her parents picked her up from 
a day-long visit to Bethany, she informed 
them that Bethany was a good place to be. 
Two years later, Nick too enjoyed his visit 
and eventually decided to begin attending 
Bethany in grade 6.

The Handrich family appreciates what 
their planning has provided them. Both Tri-
sha and Nick express gratefulness for their 
parentsô making it possible for them to at-
tend Bethany. Rollin and Deb believe their 
children have grown considerably through 
their Bethany experienceðan experience 
they forsee that will ñguide them into the 
next phases of their lives.ò

The Handriches: Rollin, 
Trisha (õ07), Deb, and 
Nick (õ09).

ñBy making conscious decisions about our 
spending and lifestyle we have been able to 
not only fund the Bethany tuition, but also 
meet most of our goals for college savings.ò

ðRollin and Deb Handrich



Bethany Building Facts
Materials used in the construction include:

67,350 concrete blocks: stacked they would reach 
44,900 feet (over 8 miles).

58,010 bricks: could build a 1,600-foot chimney.

1,000 cubic yards of concrete: would fill 9,000 five-
gallon buckets.

160,000 lbs. of structural steel: equivalent to the 
weight of 60 Volkswagon Beetles.

31,000 feet of piping and 88,000 feet of wire: 
combined, approximately 24 miles of materials

1,465 gallons of paint: could cover approximately 
nine acres with a single coat

2,600,000 feet of yarn in carpeting: could extend 
from Goshen to Nashville, Tenn.

Below, seventh-grader 
Seth Kauffman scores 
the first middle school 
basket in the new 
gym as, at right, fans 
bombard the gym with 
toilet paper. 
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Building 
Photos

Receptionistõs desk in the new office Middle school classroom

Instrumental music room

Bethany Associates Ora 
and Mary Troyer at the 
March 6 Open House.










