Seniors share faith stories,
sent to go light their world
Msee pages 4 and 5

Inside this Issue

Alumni News
A Women of the Bible Quilt
A Class Reunions
From the Principal
Campus News & Calendar
A Best Assignment Ever
A Called to Serve
A Commencement and Awards

Summer 2005
\Vol. 50 No. 4

www.bethanycs.net

Feature: Ministry and
Service Scholars

What are past recipients of the
Marlin Miller Memorial Scholarship
doing now? See pages 2-3.




Ministry

and
Service

Cover photo: Becky
Plaster and Paul
Boers speak at the
2005 commencement
(guidance counselor Jim
Buller in background).

BULLETIN

USPS 817-760

The BCS Bulletin is produced fall,
winter, spring, and summer by the
Development Office of Bethany
Christian Schools. The Bulletin

is distributed to all homes in the
congregations of Indiana-Michi-
gan Mennonite Conference, as
well as to parents and alumni of
the school. Periodical postage
paid at Nappanee, Ind.

Editor: J. Kevin Miller
Consulting Editors:
Allan Dueck,
Susan Gingerich,
Merv Miller,
Karen Shenk
2904 South Main Street
Goshen, IN 46526-5499
574 534-2567
info@bethanycs.net

POSTMASTER: Send form 3579
to Bethany Bulletin,

c/0 Evangel Press

2000 Evangel Way

Nappanee, IN 46550

BCS
2 BuLerin Summer 2005

Scholarship

Recipients

Where are they now?

The class of (57 established a scholarship

in memory of class president Marlin E.
Miller, president of Associated Mennonite
Biblical Seminary, who died in November
1994. Beginning in 1998, the Marlin Miller
Memorial Scholarship has been awarded
each year to a graduate who displays gifts
and interest in preparing for church leader-
ship and service.

Derrick Ramer (698)

Derrick knew at a young
age that he wanted to be

a pastor. Bethany helped
foster this direction, in part
through his enjoying Bible
classes and leading a Bible
study group. He says, fiRe-
ceiving the Marlin Miller scholarship was
affirmation that others saw in me an ability
to serve God in this manner.0

At Goshen College Derrick participated
in the Ministry Inquiry Program in Reed-
ley, Calif., and graduated in 2002 with a
B.A. in Bible/Religion with an emphasis in
youth ministry. He then married Michelle
Wall. In August 2003 he began as youth
pastor at North Main Street Mennonite
Church, Nappanee, Ind. He says, il love
my job and cannot imagine doing anything
else.0

Michael Malott (699)

After Bethany, Michael
participated in Service
Adventure in Johnstown,
Pa., for one year and then
studied Bible at Hesston
College for two years. He
then attended a disciple-
ship training school in Harrisburg, Pa., and
did mission work in Albania with Youth
Evangelism Service. Currently he is youth
coordinator at The Refuge in Johnstown.

=

As Michael relates to youth now, he
recalls the care that Bethany faculty showed
himdsometimes simply by asking how he
was doing or encouraging him. He says, fil
am very grateful for how | was treated.o

Despite his extensive training and
involvement in ministry and mission,
Michael says the most significant thing hes
done is to become obedient to Godis will.
fiFor a while | sought what | thought was
pleasing to God, but God showed me that |
need to seek his plan for my life.0

Elisabeth Krabill (600)

In May 2004 Elisabeth
graduated from Eastern
University, where she
majored in Missions and
Anthropology and minored
in Spanish. Since then she
has been working as the
youth development supervisor of an after-
school program that serves the Spanish-
speaking population of Philadelphia, Pa.

Though Elisabeth does not work in a di-
rectly Christian setting, she believes Chris-
tians cannot separate job from faith. She
says, fil am in the thick of ministry every
day when | walk into a building of enraged
youth who donit know who they are and
are lost beyond understanding.o

Elisabeth is grateful Bethany provided
her with Christian role models in teachers,
a place to connect faith and education, and
deeper roots in Mennonite heritage. Fur-
ther, she says, iBethany played a significant
role in equipping me with necessary tools
to know how to live out my faith and more
effectively be a disciple of Jesus Christ.o

Traci Yoder (001)

Traci has studied youth
ministry and worked for
campus ministries at Hess-
ton College and Eastern
Mennonite University. She
has also interned with the
youth pastor of Virginia
Mennonite Conference.




Following her sophomore year in col-
lege, Traci participated in the Ministry
Inquiry Program at Trinity Mennonite
Church, Phoenix, Ariz. There she explored
church ministry more in depth and became
more convinced of her call to ministry.

Traci credits Bethany with helping her
develop as a leader. She says, iBethany
provided me opportunities to lead through
the Student Body Association, sports, mu-
sic, and Key Club. Bethany gave me a safe
environment to test my leadership abili-
tiesdroom to fail and room to succeed.0

Ted McFarlane (002)

Unsure where God was
leading him after gradua-
tion, Ted decided to seek
further discernment while
studying for one semester
at Jamaica Theological
Seminary. He then studied L
music for one semester at Belmont Univer-
sity, Nashville, Tenn., where he felt called
to pursue further training in ministry. He
transferred to Milligan College, Johnson
City, Tenn., to study worship leadership,

a program that combines two of his inter-
ests: music and Bible. He is also pursuing a
career as a Christian musician.

Ted is grateful to Bethany faculty, such as
Dale Shenk and J. D. Smucker, for nurtur-
ing his interest in Bible/ministry and mu-
sic. Further he says, iThe spiritual climate
at Bethany nurtured my faith and taught
me about social justice, service, meaningful
Christian practice, and discerning my gifts
and roles in the church body. I truly appre-
ciate the Christiandand specifically Menno-
nitededucation | received.o

Aaron Gnagey (603)

Aaron has completed two
years at Valparaiso (Ind.)
University where he is
majoring in computer
engineering. However, he
also feels God nudging
him toward involvement in

youth ministry. At the suggestion of his pas-

tor, he is pursuing a minor in sociology and
considering taking some seminary courses.

Many peopledteachers, friends, family,
and church membersdhave been influen-
tial in Aaronts calling to pursue ministry.
Following a chapel in which a pastor shared
about his call to ministry, Aaron recalls
walking into the library and having librar-
ian Beth Berry ask, fiAaron, have you ever
thought of being a pastor?0 Other such
experiences have helped him grow in an
awareness of his gifts.

Aaron does not see himself as a preacher
but as a pastor who can help support oth-
ers, teach others and learn from them,
and be a friend. When faced with the
death of two classmates at school and close
friends at church, he found himself drawn
to people who needed friends and places
where he could help settle differences. He
says, fiMaybe God has yet to teach me to
preach, but for now I pursue my calling to
service and ministry in my everyday life by
interacting with others.o

Kelly Shenk (604)

Kelly has completed one
year at Goshen College.
Though unsure as to how
she will be specifically in-
volved in service/ministry,
she sees seminary and mis-
sion work as possibilities.

At Bethany Kelly found opportunities
to develop useful church-related ministry
skills such as leading music in chapel. She
says, fiBethany emphasized the importance
of faith and the church and helped me be
aware of the larger Mennonite church.o

During summer 2004 Kelly participated
in !Explore, a ministry exploration program
for high school juniors/seniors at Associ-
ated Mennonite Biblical Seminary. She says
of her experience, fiMeeting so many great
people with such strong faiths inspired me
to strengthen my own faith . . . and made
me think about where God is calling me.o

Ministry

and
Service

2005
Recipient

Addie Miller, daughter
of Kent and Jill Miller,
plans to study youth
ministry at Hesston

College.
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Sharing
Faith

Mimi Hollinger-Janzen
(center) shares her
faith story with the
Waterford Mennonite
Youth Fellowship. Also
pictured (from left) are
Sopie Sarone, Kelsie
Miller, Jeremy Yoder,
and Ben Barwick.
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Best Assignment Ever:
Sharing Faith Stories

Not only are seniors at Bethany completing
twelve years of academic study that result
in graduation from high school, but they
are leaving a community that has nurtured
their faithdsome for seven of those twelve
years. As a way of helping senior Bible class
students draw together what they have
learned regarding faith and define their be-
liefs, their final assignment is to share their
past Christian faith journey, present beliefs,
and future dreams and plans in chapel,
class, or a group setting outside of school.

Continuing a four-year tradition, seven
seniors from Waterford Mennonite Church
chose to share in their youth group, with
parents and other invited guests also pres-
ent. Though initially
apprehensive about
sharing their beliefs,
questions, and strug-
gles publicly, most
seniors valued the
assignment. Senior
Mimi Hollinger-Jan-
zen says, filt was hard,
but Iom glad I did it.
It helped me figure
out where | was at [on
some issues].0 Senior
Ben Barwick agrees,
filt helped me de-
velop my beliefs more
clearly.o

Students are not evaluated on what they
believe but are expected to share authen-
ticly and honestly. Bible teacher Dale
Shenk says, iVWe have already looked at and
discussed what the Mennonite church and
other churches teach. Now it is their turn
to share what they believe. By this time |
know them and it is difficult for them to
pretenddto say something simply because
it is what I or their parents may want to
hear.0

Calendar

August
1 Fall sports practices and Driver Ed
class begins
11 First day of classes
15 BCS Kickoff
26 HS Day Away

September
29-30 MS Wilderness Experience

October
7 Fish Fry
29 Pancake and Sausage Breakfast

Shenk notes that many seniors are
surprised by the tears that fall during their
sharingdeven guys. Not sad tears, but ones
brought on by vulnerability and sharing
that fitouches them at the center of who
they are.0

This assignment also has value that
reaches beyond the growth of those sharing.
Waterford Mennonite youth pastor Loanne
Harms says, filt is a powerful experience for
everyone. For many younger members of
the youth group to hear about the personal
struggles of their older peers has had signifi-
cant import.o

Parents too have expressed deep appreci-
ation, saying for instance: iThis is the best
assignment ever. This assignment alone is
worth every dollar of my childis education.
This is something that every adult church
member should do.o

Parent Deb Barwick says, fil often pray
that | am saying and doing the right things
to help my children. After listening to Benis
testimonial, I know | did one thing right:
| sent Ben to a faith-based school. Benis
beliefs and opinions encompass far more
than what he was taught at home. If it takes
a village to raise a child, Bents ovillagei was
Waterford Mennonite Church and Bethany
Christian Schools. What a wonderful bless-
ing!o



Called to Serve

Each year several Bethany
seniors typically choose to
participate in Mennonite
service programs. This year
four seniorsdCasey Diener,
Lauren Eash, Brandon
Hartzler, and Caleb Mill-
erohave made that choice, as has art teach-
er Eric Good Kaufmann (F97-05), who
will co-lead Mennonite Mission Networkis
Service Adventure unit in Raleigh, N.C.,
with his wife Cynthia (F93-01).

Leaving Bethany, church, and extended
family for this two-year assignment was not
an easy decision for Eric and Cynthia, but
was the result of a growing sense of call over
the past several years. Eric says, iSometimes
people perceive service as an option for
those who are discerning next steps. For us
this was a choice that in part grew out of
the experiences of service we have had at
Bethany. | hope to encourage young adults
to see service as a viable, positive choice.o

Eric and Cynthia were attracted to the
simpler lifestyle and community living
Service Adventure provides as well as the
possibilities for connecting with people of
differing socio-economic groups. Eric says,
fiBethany has shaped my view of Mennonite
community in a positive way. Now | want
to explore what that means on a larger,
national scale.0

Seniors, Go Light Your World

Kent Miller, recruitment coordinator for
Mennonite Mission Network and father
of senior Addie Miller, challenged the

51 members of the class of 2005 to focus
not only on their destination, but also on
their journey. filt is in the journey that we
encounter the people who give our lives
meaning,0 he said.

Seniors Paul Boers and Rebecca Plaster
reflected together on their class. Boers said,
fiWe live in a world of mistrust, violence,
and pain. In becom-
ing adults we accept
responsibility for
improving some aspect
of our broken world.
Each of our personali-
ties and talents play a
role in bringing relief
to suffering people close by, and around
the world. Though we may use these gifts
in different ways, we should all keep this
goal in mind: to get in line with the healing
God is already restoring to the world.o

Top Ten Academic

Graduates: (front)
valedictorian Leah
Roth, Mimi Hollinger-
Janzen, Rebecca
Plaster, salutatorian
Emily Morgan; (back)
Chelsea Germeyan,
Nathan Grieser, Ben
Shenk, Ben Martin,
Paul Boers, and Breanna
Baldridge.

As a symbol of this commission, gradu-
ates left the ceremony carrying lighted
candles while class sponsor Michael Goert-
zen sang fiGo Light Your World.o

The class designated their monetary gift
towards purchasing a new school sign.

Outstanding Senior Musician: Leah Roth

Abby Steury and Joel Herschberger

2004-05 Awards

(clockwise from top right)
Cup of Kindness: Ben Barwick
Art Purchase: Adie Gerig

Outstanding Senior Athletes:

BCS Teacher of the Year
Beth Grieser, grade 6 teacher
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Photo below: The class
of 60 met May 28 in the
BCS cafeteria: (front)
Rachel (Holsomback)

Yoder, Royal Bauer
(faculty), Lester
Culp (faculty), Mary
(Mullett) Stutzman;
(middle) Shirley (Miller)
Miller, Marilyn (Quiring)
Huffman, Julia (Miller)
Miller, David Yoder,
Dorcas (Miller)
Steider; (back) Larry
Lehman, Lowell Miller,
David Sudermann,

Royce Farmwald, Ken
Farmwald, Ron Martin,
Roger Yoder, and Ken
Stauffer.
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Daniel (687) and Lynn Diener, Goshen, a son,
Dylan Edward, Mar. 5. Darrel Diener (660) is a
grandfather.

Marta Brunner (685) and Peter Murray, Chicago, lII,
a son, Gordon Brunner Murray, May 3.

Myron (887, F98-) and Fran Bontreger, Goshen, a
daughter, Olivia Paige, June 4.

Scott Schmucker (687) and Lisa Gunden, The
Woodlands, Tex., a son, Trevor Jace, May 29.

Suzy (Brugger (89) and Hahns Kanode, Harrison-
burg, Va., a daughter, Abigail Elizabeth, Dec. 23.
Edna (Yoder 658) Brugger is a grandmother.

Philip (691) and Brenda Friesen, Baltimore, Md., a
son, Jacob Aspen, May 17. An experiential education
coordinator at Johns Hopkins University, Philip led
a mountaineering expedition to Ecuador in January.

Sam (§91) and Meghan Miller, Goshen, a son, Jaxon
Anthony, Apr. 18. Sam and Meghan teach sixth
grade in Middlebury Community Schools. Sam also
coaches high school girls track.

Sarah (Miller §91) and Curtis (689) Miller, Goshen,
a daughter, Tess Rylee, April 30. Eunice (Troyer 059)
Chupp is a grandmother.

s

The class of 655 met June 3 for its 50th reunion at Camp M

Shelly (Heatwole 192) and Brad Kirkendall, India-
napolis, Ind., a son, Connor Jay, Apr. 7. Sharon
(Yoder 668) Heatwole is a grandmother.

Monica (Reinford 195) and Shawn Stutzman, Leba-
non, Ore., a son, Jeremy Michael, Jan. 24. Lorraine
(Sommers 969) Reinford is a grandmother.

Marcia (Middaugh 64) Schweitzer Mar. 13 in Fort
Wayne, Ind. She worked as a claims analyst for an
insurance company, was a member of First Menno-
nite Church of Fort Wayne, and sang in the Fort
Wayne Philharmonic Choir. She is survived by her
husband, two sons, and five grandchildren.

Jean (Bachman 657) Kauffman Mar. 22 in Tucson,
Ariz. A painter of flowers and scenes where she lived
and visited, she showed her art in exhibits nation-
ally and internationally. She was a member of First
Mennonite Church in Urbana, Ill., and is survived
by her husband, sons, and two grandchildren.

\WETGET[ES

Preston Hall (1998ng) and Catherine Chirwa,
Elkhart, Ind., June 1, in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Janice Miller (600) and Dallan Troyer, Shipshewana,
Ind., March 26.

Jonathan Fridley (601) and Julie Zimmerman, Lititz,
Pa., May 21.

Jon Paulovich (601) and Gretchen Stoltzfus (601),
Goshen, June 11.

Megan Pletcher (603) and Keith Paul, Middlebury,
Ind., Apr. 30.

Joshua Graber (604) and Elyse Schrock, Goshen,
June 4.

Photo courtesy of Goshen News

ack near Milfora, Ind. Front: Lowvell

Hoover, Vivian (Amstutz) Headings, Eudean (Schlabach) Broni, Carol (Hochstetler) Rhea, Loretta
(Miller) Kaufman, Rose (Cross) Bontrager. Back: Francis Miller, Don Farmwald, Norman Stauffer,
Leland Haines, Lewis Hochstedler, Marion Bontrager, and Marietta (Hochstetler) Slabach.



Phil Shenk (§72) and his family have relocated to
Goshen after living in Dagestan, Russia, for nine
years. During this time, three of his children gradu-
ated from Bethany and two are current students.

Elaine (Helmuth §75) Jarvis, Goshen, has compiled
Grace Notes, a book of personal stories of everyday
epiphanies and miracles of Godis grace.

Randy Hertzler (684) completed a Master of Museol-

ogy from the University of Washington in June.

Darrell Gascho (685), Goshen,
graduated from Associated Men-
nonite Biblical Seminary this
spring with a M.Div. and began
working as director of Great
Lakes Discipleship Center in
New Haven, Ind. Through the
center, Reaching and Discipling
teams are trained and sent for short-term mission
work in the United States and abroad.

Doug Friesen (687) was installed Feb. 13 as part-
time pastor at Blossom Hill Mennonite Church,
Lancaster, Pa.

Charlotte (Gascho 687) Hunsberger, Telford, Pa.,

is a partner in Bricker, Landis & Hunsberger, LLP.
She serves on the board of directors for Harleysville
Savings Bank, Souderton Mennonite Homes,
Mennonite Historians of Eastern Pa., and Indian
Creek Foundation.

Class Reunions

1970: August 13. Contact Gene Bontrager
(574 533-6463 or gabontrager@juno.com).

1980: July 16. Contact Lois Stoltzfus Mast
(574 533-3558 or stoltzmast@juno.com) or
Willie Hostetler (574 875-5722).

1985: August 6. Contact Doug Kaufman
(574 533-7625 or dougk@maplenet.net),
Anita Yoder (574 534-7374 or
anitay@maplenet.net), or Darrell Gascho
(574 533-1597 or jd1023@attglobal.net).

1990: July 22-23. Contact Ryan Schrag (941
371-3876 or rschragl2@juno.com).

1995: July 23. Contact Kristin Stiffney
Grantham (574 848-5313) or Beth Kanagy
Miller (jeffandbethm@maplenet.net or 574
825-4535).

2000: July 2. Contact Brad and Brandi
Gingerich (574 389-9507).

Austin Kaufmann (694), Washington, D.C., and his
wife Victoria recently finished a two-year term with
the Peace Corps in the Central Asian republic of
Kyrgyzstan, where they taught English and conduct-
ed community and gender development programs.
He plans to pursue a Masters in Education in Eng-
lish as a Second Language at American University.

David Martin (600), Mishawaka, Ind., and his wife
Amy plan to leave in July for China, where they will
teach English for the 2005-06 school year.

Women of the Bible Quilt

Combining her interests in the Bible and
quilting, Carol (Helmuth 668) Honderich
created a Women of the Bible sampler
quilt that was shown as a semifinalist at the
American Quilteris Society quilt show and
contest in April.

The idea for the quilt
emerged as Carol and col-
leagues at Mennonite Mis-
sion Network read stories
of biblical women during
lunchtime Bible studies. The
challenge for Carol was the
overall design, finding 52
traditional blocks and using
colors that uniquely repre-
sented women the group
studied. She finds special meaning in quilt-
ing when it tells a story and hopes others
can connect to the stories depicted.

Noting some of the women were evil and
some good, Carol sees a bit of all of them
in herself and others because they were all
human. She says, fil learned some lessons
from the women. From Eve | learned that
there is no such thing as perfect. Even if
God puts us in paradise, we donit always
think our needs are being met.o

Carol is also collaborating with her sis-
ters Dee (Helmuth (66) Birkey and Elaine
(Helmuth §75) Jarvis on a book that would
contain quilt patterns and meditations for
each woman. Meanwhile an online group
studying the women of the Bible while
making quilt blocks began in May. View
photos or join the group at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/WOBQ.

Carol (Helmuth 668)
Honderich with her
Women of the Bible
sampler quilt. This and

other Bible-themed
quilts by Carol will be on
exhibit July 5 to Sept. 5
at The Hermitage near
Three Rivers, Mich.
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From
the

Principal

Allan Dueck

The Bible contains numerous examples

of individualst being called to serve God,
to follow Christ, to live out their faith. In
the Old Testament God calls Abraham,
Samuel, Esther, Jonah and scores of others.
The gospels recount how Christ called each
of the twelve.

At the 1995 joint meetings of Menno-
nite church and public school educators
in Wichita, Kansas, | heard a wonderful
explanation of the purpose of schooling.
Mike Yaconelli, well-known youth pastor
and observer of youth culture, said that the
most important thing for students to learn
in high school is their calling. Far more im-
portant than mastering particular academic
material is identifying and developing gifts
and discovering how to use them to live
purposeful, Christ-centered lives.

The mission of Bethany Christian
Schools, and other church schools like it,
centers on helping young people recognize
Godis call to extravagant discipleship and
service. Indeed, this issue of the Bulletin
richly illustrates the many ways in which
Bethany helps students acquire an aware-
ness of their callings.

Past recipients of the Marlin E. Miller
Scholarship mention a number of these:

Bethany Christian Schools

2904 South Main Street
Goshen, IN 46526-5499

Return Service Requested

Notice to parents:

Please notify the BCS Bulletin of
the new address of your son or

daughter.

Bible classes, opportunities to lead, teach-
ersf interest and encouragement, teacherst
modeling integration of faith and life,
awareness of social justice and meaning-
ful Christian practice, and awareness of
the larger Mennonite church. A recur-
ring theme among the reflections of these
students is that they felt Godis call through
the teachers who took an interest in them,
encouraged them to consider Christian
ministry and service, and assisted them in
developing the tools to serve.

At the end of another school year, espe-
cially through the senior faith statements
described on page 4, we enjoy precious
glimpses into the growing sense of Christts
call many students experience at Bethany.
We know that the biblical Saul experienced
his call to follow Christ on the road to
Damascus, and people today can similarly
experience Christis call any time, anywhere.
But a church school provides adult men-
tors who share the values of parents and
congregations as well as co-curricular and
curricular emphases that prepare students
for Christian discipleship. Such a nurturing
environment gives many students a life-
shaping sense of calling such as Yaconelli
described, to follow and serve Christ.
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