March Book Recommendations from the Bethany Media Center
Picture Books
●

¡El gallo que no se callaba! / The Rooster Who Would Not
Be Quiet! By Carmen Agra Deedy and Eugene Yelchin
○ La Paz is a happy, but noisy village. A little peace
and quiet would make it just right.
So the villagers elect the bossy Don Pepe as their
mayor. Before long, singing of any kind is
outlawed. Even the teakettle is afraid to whistle!
But there is one noisy rooster who doesn't give
two mangos about this mayor's silly rules. Instead,
he does what roosters were born to do.
He sings:
"Kee-kee-ree-KEE!"
Carmen Deedy's masterfully crafted allegory and
Eugene Yelchin's bright, whimsical mixed-media
paintings celebrate the spirit of freedom -- and the
courage of those who are born to sing at any cost.

●

Dreamers by Yuyi Morales
○ Yuyi Morales tells her own immigration story in
this picture-book tribute to the transformative
power of hope . . . and reading.
In 1994, Yuyi Morales left her home in Xalapa,
Mexico and came to the US with her infant son.
She left behind nearly everything she owned, but
she didn't come empty-handed.
She brought her strength, her work, her passion,
her hopes and dreams...and her stories.

●

Can I be Your Dog? By Troy Cumming
○ Arfy, a homeless mutt lives in a box in an alley. Arfy
writes to every person on Butternut Street about what
a great pet he'd make. His letters to prospective
owners share that he's house broken! He has his
own squeaky bone! He can learn to live with cats!
But, no one wants him. Won't anyone open their
heart--and home--to a lonesome dog?
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Lower School Reads
●

Mañanaland by Pam Muñoz Ryan (En Español)
○ Maximiliano Córdoba loves stories, especially the
legend Buelo tells him about a mythical
gatekeeper who can guide brave travelers on a
journey into tomorrow.
If Max could see tomorrow, he would know if he'd
make Santa Maria's celebrated fútbol team and
whether he'd ever meet his mother, who
disappeared when he was a baby. He longs to
know more about her, but Papá won't talk. So
when Max uncovers a buried family
secret--involving an underground network of
guardians who lead people fleeing a neighboring
country to safety--he decides to seek answers on
his own.
With a treasured compass, a mysterious stone
rubbing, and Buelo's legend as his only guides,
he sets out on a perilous quest to discover if he is
true of heart and what the future holds.

●

The Dreamer by Pam Muñoz Ryan and Peter Sís
○ Neftali finds beauty and wonder everywhere: in
the oily colors of mud puddles; a lost glove, sailing
on the wind; the music of birds and language. He
loves to collect treasures, daydream, and
write--pastimes his authoritarian father thinks are
for fools. Against all odds, Neftali prevails against
his father's cruelty and his own crippling shyness
to become one of the most widely read poets in
the world, Pablo Neruda. This moving story about
the birth of an artist is also a celebration of
childhood, imagination, & the strength of the
creative spirit. Sure to inspire young writers &
artists.
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●

Linked by Gordan Korman
○ Link, Michael, and Dana live in a quiet town. But
it's woken up very quickly when someone sneaks
into school and vandalizes it with a swastika.
Nobody can believe it. How could such a symbol
of hate end up in the middle of their school? Who
would do such a thing?
Because Michael was the first person to see it,
he's the first suspect. Because Link is one of the
most popular guys in school, everyone's looking to
him to figure it out. And because Dana's the only
Jewish girl in the whole town, everyone's treating
her more like an outsider than ever.
The mystery deepens as more swastikas begin to
appear. Some students decide to fight back and
start a project to bring people together instead of
dividing them further. The closer Link, Michael,
and Dana get to the truth, the more there is to
face-not just the crimes of the present, but the
crimes of the past.
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High School Reads
●

Where’d You Go, Bernadette? By Maria Semple
○ When her daughter Bee claims a family trip to
Antarctica as a reward for perfect grades,
Bernadette, a fiercely intelligent shut-in, throws
herself into preparations for the trip. But worn
down by years of trying to live the Seattle life she
never wanted, Ms. Fox is on the brink of a
meltdown. And after a school fundraiser goes
disastrously awry at her hands, she disappears,
leaving her family to pick up the pieces--which is
exactly what Bee does, weaving together an
elaborate web of emails, invoices, and school
memos that reveals a secret past Bernadette has
been hiding for decades. Where'd You Go
Bernadette is an ingenious and unabashedly
entertaining novel about a family coming to terms
with who they are and the power of a daughter's
love for her mother.

●

Dry by Neal and Jarrod Shusterman
○ When the California drought escalates to
catastrophic proportions, one teen is forced to
make life and death decisions for her family in
this harrowing story of survival,
The drought—or the Tap-Out, as everyone calls
it—has been going on for a while now.
Everyone’s lives have become an endless list of
don’ts: don’t water the lawn, don’t fill up your
pool, don’t take long showers.
Until the taps run dry.
Suddenly, Alyssa’s quiet suburban street spirals
into a warzone of desperation; neighbors and
families turn against each other on the hunt for
water. And when her parents don’t return and her
life—and the life of her brother—is threatened,
Alyssa has to make impossible choices if she’s
going to survive.
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Disarmed: The Radical Life and Legacy of Michael “MJ”
Sharp by Marshall V. King
○ Michael “MJ” Sharp was a modern Mennonite
armed with wit and intellect, but not a gun. The
son of a Mennonite pastor, he demonstrated a gift
for listening and persuading early in life. His
efforts to approach others with acknowledgement
rather than judgement gave him the ability to
connect on a level very few managed. He also
honed a deep commitment to peace, and after
college he joined the Mennonite Mission Network
and moved to Germany, where he persuaded
soldiers to choose peace and free them of their
violent systems.
At 34 years old, MJ was working for the United
Nations Group of Experts in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo—urging rebels to lay down
their weapons—when he was murdered, likely
assassinated alongside his colleague Zaida
Catalán by those with government ties. This
compelling account of MJ’s life, death, and legacy from longtime journalist
Marshall V. King explores what compelled Sharp to travel the world working for
peace and the ongoing impact of his life and death in the ongoing story of
Christian peacemaking in a war-torn world.

